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TOWN OF WINDSOR
OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK 
GUIDELINES FOR THE FILING OF BALLOT ARGUMENTS AND REBUTTAL ARGUMENTS FOR A TOWN MEASURE FOR THE NOVEMBER 3, 2026 ELECTION


These guidelines are intended to assist in the preparation and submission of Primary Arguments and Rebuttal Arguments concerning a measure for the November 3, 2026, ballot.

All arguments shall be prepared on the Statement of Accuracy form and submitted to the Town Clerk’s Office, Town Hall, 9291 Old Redwood Highway, Bldg. 400, Windsor, CA.  For more information, please call the Town Clerk’s Office at (707) 838-5315 or by email: townclerk@townofwindsor.ca.gov. 

Town Clerk Office Hours:  Monday through Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. While normally closed every Friday, the Town Clerk’s office will be open on Friday, August 14th, and on Friday, August 21st, to receive arguments and rebuttals between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Appointments are encouraged.


Primary Arguments: 

All arguments shall be accompanied by the Statement of Accuracy form. No argument for or against a measure shall exceed 300 words in length. See the attached General Information and Word Counting Standards. The heading and signature(s) blocks are not included in the word count. 

No more than five signatures shall appear with any argument. In case any argument is signed by more than five persons, the signatures of the first five shall be printed. (EC 9283)

Each ballot argument must be accompanied by the printed name(s) and signatures(s) of the person or persons submitting it or, if submitted on behalf of an organization, the name of the organization and the printed name and signature of at least one of its principal officers. 

Primary Arguments are due in the Town Clerk’s Office on Friday, August 14, 2026, at 
4:00 p.m. You must provide a hard copy of the Statement of Accuracy with original signatures.

A Primary Argument may be withdrawn or changed by its authors at any time up to and including the August 14, 2026, deadline. 

The 10-calendar day public review period for Primary Arguments is August 15-24, 2026.



See next page for information on Rebuttal Arguments.

Rebuttal Arguments: 

Both a Primary Argument in favor and a Primary Argument against a measure must be submitted for Rebuttal Arguments to be submitted. The Town Clerk, upon receipt of arguments and after the filing deadline, will immediately transmit a copy of an argument in favor of the measure to the authors of any argument against the measure and a copy of an argument against the measure to the authors of any argument in favor of the measure. The author or a majority of the authors of an argument relating to a Town measure may prepare and submit a rebuttal argument or may authorize in writing any other person or persons to prepare, submit, or sign the rebuttal argument.

Rebuttal Arguments shall not exceed 250 words. See the attached General Information and Word Counting Standards. The heading and signature(s) blocks are not included in the word count. A separate form is required for the rebuttal argument even if the same signor completed a form for the primary argument.

Rebuttal Arguments are due in the Town Clerk’s Office no later than Friday, August 21, 2026, at 4:00 p.m. You must provide a hard copy of the Statement of Accuracy with original signatures. 

A Rebuttal Argument may be withdrawn or changed by its authors at any time up to and including the August 21, 2026, deadline. 

The 10-calendar day public review period for Rebuttal Arguments is August 22, 2026 – August 31, 2026. 

Selection of Argument
If more than one argument is submitted on a measure, the Town Clerk shall select the argument and shall give preference, in the order named, to arguments of the following:

1.  The legislative body, or member or members of the legislative body authorized by that body.

2.  The individual voter or bona fide association of citizens, or combination of voters and associations, who are bona fide sponsors or proponents of the measure.

3.  Bona fide associations of citizens.

4.  Individual voters eligible to vote on the measure.

If more than one argument from the same level of standing is submitted, the argument to be printed will be determined by Town Clerk. The Town Clerk has broad authority to choose the argument to be printed and will 1) read each of the arguments to determine whether each of the arguments covers the same number of issues and is equally persuasive; 2) review the signers of the argument to determine if the signers of one argument are more widely recognized than the signers of any of the other arguments; and 3) all other considerations being equal, conduct a drawing to determine the argument to be printed.

Primary Arguments may be changed or withdrawn up to 4:00 p.m., on August 14, 2026. Rebuttal Arguments may be changed or withdrawn up to 4:00 p.m., on August 21, 2026.

Proponents are urged to submit their arguments prior to the deadline to ensure an opportunity for the Town Clerk to review and for authors to have an opportunity to make any necessary changes.

Arguments/rebuttals must be typed or printed. Handwritten arguments will not be accepted. All arguments and rebuttal arguments, along with the appropriate signature forms, must be hand delivered to the Town Clerk, at Town Hall, 9291 Old Redwood Highway, Bldg. 400, CA during normal business hours by the deadlines stated above.*

	*It is highly encouraged to submit via e-mail to the Town Clerk a Microsoft Word version of arguments and rebuttal arguments for transmission to the Registrar of Voters and assist in printing.

Public Review Period 
During the 10-calendar day public review period, any person may obtain a copy of the materials from the elections official for use outside of the elections official’s office. Any voter of the Town of Windsor, or the Town Clerk, may seek a writ of mandate or an injunction requiring any or all of the materials to be amended or deleted. A peremptory writ of mandate or an injunction shall be issued only upon clear and convincing proof that the material in question is false, misleading or inconsistent with the requirements of this chapter of the Election Code, and that issuance of the writ or injunction will not substantially interfere with the printing or distribution of official election materials as provided by law. The writ of mandate or injunction request shall be filed no later than the last day of the respective 10-calendar day public review period as noted above. (EC 9295)

Please contact the Town Clerk at (707) 838-5315 or townclerk@townofwindsor.ca.gov if you have any questions regarding these guidelines.

The forms listed below are available on the Town Website at: https://www.townofwindsor.ca.gov/1481/November-3-2026-General-Municipal-Electi

· Statement of Accuracy Form for Primary/Rebuttal Arguments
· Word Counting Standards
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